
EDITORIAL NOTES.
International Medical Congress.\p=m-\The

Tenth International Medical Congress opened in
Berlin, Aug. 4. Herr von Boetticher, Chief of
the Imperial Home Office and representative of
the Chancellor ; Herr von Maltzahn, Imperial
Treasurer ; Dr. von Gossler, Prussian Minister of
Ecclesiastical Affairs, Instruction and Medicinal
Affairs, and Herr Herrfurth, Prussian Minister
of the Interior, represented the German Govern-
ment at the opening ceremony. Prof. Virchow,
President of the Congress, made the opening ad-
dress. He expressed the Emperor's sympathy
with the objects of the Congress, and said that
Germany would devote herself to science and
humane efforts.
Two thousand five hundred German and 2,500

foreign doctors, including 500 physicians from
America, were present. Herr v. Boetticher made
an address welcoming the delegates on behalf of
the German States, and Dr. von Gossler welcom-
ed them on behalf of the Educational Depart-
ment. An address welcoming the delegates to
Berlin was made by the burgomaster of the city.
Dr. Hamilton, Surgeon-General of the United

States Marine-Hospital Service, who was Secre¬
tary of the Congress held last year at Washing¬
ton, and others made speeches in response to the
addresses of welcome.
Among the British doctors attending the Con¬

gress were : Sir James Paget, Sir Andrew Clarke,
Professor Stewart of Edinburgh, and Professor
Stokes, of Dublin. Of the American physicians
present at the Congress, and of the papers sub¬
mitted by them, we shall speak more fully in our
next issue.
An invitation had been extended to the Con¬

gress to hold its next meeting in Chicago in 1893,
in connection with the World's Columbian Ex¬
position, but Rome was selected.
Professor Virchow, President of the present

Congress, read a letter from Sig. Crispí, the Ital¬
ian Prime Minister, stating that he was rejoiced
that Rome had been selected as the place for the
next meeting, and welcoming the medical pro¬
fession to the hospitalities of Italy.
The festivities attending the Congress have

formed a prominent feature. There has been a

constant succession of banquets, balls, and recep¬
tions. At the opening banquet, at which Prince
Theodore, of Bavaria, and Ministers Gossler and

Boetticher were present, Dr. Lyden proposed the
health of Minister Phelps, who, in his response,
pointed to the presence of 623 Americans as most
eloquent testimony to the interest taken in the
Congress by the medical profession in America.
Mr. Phelps marked the close of the Con¬

gress with a dinner given to Surgeon-General
Hamilton and other army and navy officials.
Among the guests were Baron von Bunsen, Gen.
Wilson, Col. F. Jones, Dr. Jacobi, Prof. Lusk,
and Capt. Bingham.
Prof. Virchow, in his closing address, noticed

the fact that the Congress had brought together
the greatest number of scientists ever congre¬
gated. The proceedings, he said, had been in
every way worthy of the medical science and had
been characterized by brotherly regard. Dr.
Billings, ofWashington, expressed the thanks of
the members to the organizers of the Congress.
On the third day there had been not less than

7,000 cards of membership issued. Of this num¬
ber, there were 623 American names enrolled,
421 were Russian, 353 were British, and 173 were
French. The " boycott" by the French, which
was first asserted and then denied, proves to have
been very nearly successful—a fact that is regreta-
ble by the medical world at large. According to
some of the press cablegrams, there can be little
doubt that the hotel accommodations, and some
other of the arrangements of the Local Com¬
mittee, have been overstrained, but the indica¬
tions are that the scientific proceedings have been
almost unexpectedly interesting and instructive,
and in all of which American contributors have
not been behindhand.

A Munificent Bequest to the Medical
College of Indiana.—Dr. William Lomax, an
aged and wealthy physician of Marion, this State,
has given his estate, valued at $100,000, to the
Medical College of Indiana. He at first desired
to present the money to the college through De-
paw University at Greencastle, thus benefiting
both institutions, but making the Medical Col¬
lege a department of the university. In this de¬
sire he failed, and in consequence now donates
his estate outright to the college. It was found,
when it came to arranging the preliminaries, that
various obstacles stood in the way of the ac¬

ceptance of the gift by the college as it was con¬
stituted, and in order to facilitate matters and
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make everything satisfactory to donor and recipi¬
ent it was determined to reorganize the institu¬
tion. The necessary changes have been effected,
the members having among their number Gov¬
ernor Hovey and the Hon. William H. English.
The Plague.—This disease has again ap¬

peared in malignant form in the little village of
Kalé-Daraéphan, in Persia. The inhabitants num¬
ber 280, and up to June 14, forty-two cases were

reported, of which twenty-six were fatal. The
characteristics of the disease of special note were,
engorgement of axillary and inguinal glands,
subnormal temperature, 400; anthrax, and bluish
eruption of the skin. In Spain the disease is at
a stand, there being few reports of new cases.
The Commission appointed by the Spanish Gov¬
ernment to investigate the disease, have pronounced
it true Asiatic cholera. Rigid inspection is or¬

dered by the French Government of all travelers
arriving on its frontiers from Algiers or Spain,
and reports of such arrivals in Paris are at once

reported to the prefect of police.
Dusters and Disease.—A circular of in¬

formation has been prepared by Dr. Benjamin
Lee, Secretary of the State Board of Health of
Pennsylvania, on the precautions to be taken by
the patient and others against consumption. In
addition to the usual counsel given in such cir¬
culars, the feather duster finds prominent mention
as follows :

The duster, and especially that potent distributor of
germs, the feather duster, should never be used in the
room habitually occupied by a consumptive. The floor,
wood work, and furniture should be wiped with a damp
cloth. The patient's clothing should be kept by itself,
and thoroughly boiled when washed. It need hardly be
said that the room should be ventilated as thoroughly as

is consistent with the maintenance of a proper tem¬
perature.
The feather duster is probably the least sani¬

tary of all the so-called cleansing utensils to be
found in our homes. In the sick-room it is little
better than an abomination.

University of the City of New York.—
The University this year commemorates its fifti¬
eth anniversary. Its Dispensary and Laboratory
buildings, recently erected, will add materially to
its facilities for teaching. We especially note the
requirement of an entrance examination, on the
part of those who do not possess an academic or

scientific degree, as a condition to graduation.
Thus, one by one, the colleges are following the
good example which was set by other medical
schools which we could name, a good while ago.
During the fifty years, 5,832 students have re¬

ceived the degree of M.D. from this institution.
A Female Dental Surgeon.—Miss Anne F.

Reynolds, D.D.S., holds the first dental degree
that has been granted in Massachusetts. She
graduated June 19, from the Boston Dental Col¬
lege. She also received the first prize for senior
honors.
Distinction for Dr. Rosse.—Dr. Irving C.

Rosse, of Washington, has lately had conferred
upon him the honorable distinction of F. R. G. S.
by election as fellow of the Royal Geographical
Society, through the recommendation of Sir T.
Fowell Buxton, Bart., and Mr. George Barclay,
of the British legation. The compliment is a

recognition of services as traveller and explorer,
more particularly in the Siberian Arctic, where
the doctor was first to scale Herald Island and to
land on Wrangel Land during the search for the
exploring yacht Jeannette and the missing"
whalers.
Senn's work on Surgical Bacteriology has been

translated into the French by Broca.
Prizes.—The Barcelona Medical and Surgical

Academy has offered a prize of 1,500 pesetas for
an essay on the treatment of acute febrile pro¬
cesses, with especial reference to the use of anti¬
pyretics. The second best essay receives 750
pesetas.
Cholera in Arabia.—There has been an ex¬

tension of cholera to Mecca during July, which
cannot be regarded otherwise than a most un¬

favorable prognostic of the spread of the pesti¬
lence beyond Asia. The number of deaths at
Mecca, in the last week in July, is reported to
have averaged eighty per diem. All ports along
the Red Sea, in the Levant and Asia Minor, have
been quarantined as against the pilgrims return¬
ing from the Holy City.
Cremation seems to be making rapid progress

upon the continent. The crematories at Milan,
Gotha, and London, all report an increase in the
number of incinerations while that in Paris heads
the list with 532. A cremation society has
recently been organized in Stockholm.
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